
SALT Performing Arts Playhouses for Preschoolers  
COVID-19 Health and Safety Plan 

 
With the ever-changing guidelines in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, SALT Performing Arts 
Playhouses for Preschoolers has developed a phased reopening plan as detailed below. As long 
as there are cases of COVID-19 within the community, there is no way to completely eliminate 
transmission among groups of people. Our goal is to keep the risk of transmission as low as 
possible while continuing to offer our program as close to possible as it was originally intended.  
In accordance with recommendations made by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Center for Disease and Control, the Chester County 
Department of Health, and the Pennsylvania governor’s mandates, this plan has children’s 
health and well-being as the center point. As we learn more about this illness and new 
recommendations are made, there may be changes to the guidelines. Any changes will be 
communicated to families through email, and this document will be amended. We have 
categorized openings into three broad phases: red, yellow, and green.  
 

- The Red phase - in-person instruction will cease, children will receive take home 
materials and a link to YouTube videos created by our staff, and tuition will not be 
charged after the sixth missed day due to a mandatory shutdown. Any missed days after 
the sixth day will be reimbursed at the rate of $26 per day.  

- The Yellow and Green phase - in-person instruction will take place per the guidelines 
listed in the chart below.  

 
 

 Action Steps - Yellow and Green Phase 
Monitoring Children 
and Staff for 
Symptoms/Exposure 

Children and staff will be temperature checked daily upon arrival. 
 
Children and staff should stay home if they are showing any signs of illness 
as outlined in the handbook. No one may return to the Playhouse until they 
are symptom and fever free for 24 hours, without the use of any fever-
reducing medication.  
 
If children or staff have a temperature of 100.4 or higher, or if they show 
visible signs of illness as outlined in the handbook, they will not be 
permitted to enter the building. 
 
We ask that you notify the Director if your child or anyone in your 
household has been exposed to, or has shown any of the following 
symptoms in the past 72 hours – fever, dry cough, shortness of breath, 
chills, or sore throat.  
 



Isolation and/or 
Quarantine Due to 
Possible COVID-19 

If any children or staff become symptomatic while at the Playhouse, they 
will immediately be removed from the classroom. Children will be held in an 
isolated area with one staff member until they can be picked up by a 
parent. The other children will be removed to a separate room. The 
contaminated classroom will be closed off and properly disinfected before it 
can be used again.  
 
The Chester County Department of Health will be notified of possible 
exposure or confirmed cases of COVID-19, while maintaining confidentiality. 
We will follow their recommendation for contract tracing and/or exclusion 
from the Playhouse, or a Playhouse closure, on a case-by-case basis. This 
will include notifying staff and families as directed. Such information will be 
communicated through email, or a phone call if necessary.  
 

Masks/Face 
Coverings 

All staff and children will wear face masks at all times, except when eating 
or drinking. This is not only for the protection of the children but for the 
protection of our staff.   
 

Class Size and 
Staffing Ratios 

Class size will be limited to no more than 10 children, with a lead teacher 
and an assistant in each class. 
 
Classes will take place in separate rooms and the children in separate 
classes will not integrate. For special area rooms, equipment and shared 
surfaces will be properly sanitized before use. 
 
There will always be two staff members with a class at all times (i.e. the lead 
teacher and an assistant, the special area teacher and an assistant).  
 

Cleaning, Sanitizing, 
Disinfecting, and 
Ventilation of 
Learning Spaces 

Frequently touched surfaces and objects (tables, toilets, sinks, door handles, 
etc.) will be cleaned and disinfected at least twice per day.  
 
“Wash me” bins will be placed in each classroom. Any toys, materials, etc. 
that are used and cannot be sanitized immediately will be placed in these 
bins to be disinfected at the end of the day.  
 
When choosing which disinfectants to use for cleaning, we will be following 
the EPA List N of approved disinfectants against COVID-19. Solutions such as 
chlorine bleach and water are proven to be effective, as well as disinfectant 
wipes.  
 
Many germs and viruses can become airborne and linger, eventually settling 
on surfaces. Due to this potential, after children are dismissed, an EPA 
approved aerosol disinfectant will be sprayed to clear the air.  
 



When possible, windows and interior doors will remain open to allow for air 
circulation. 
 
Floors will be cleaned daily.  
 

Restricting Non-
essential Visitors 
and Volunteers 

Non-essential visitors, volunteers, and activities that involve large groups 
will be avoided. 
 
If a parent or another adult needs to come into the Playhouse, temperature 
checks will be enforced. A mask must be worn and proper social distancing 
will be maintained. 
 
When possible, tours of the Playhouse will be scheduled when no children 
are present. 
 

Drop-off Parents will park and walk their child to the front door of the building where 
a staff member will greet them. Anyone exiting the car must be masked.  
 
Touchless temperatures will be taken by staff before children enter the 
building. If their temperature is 100.4 or higher or if they show visible signs 
of illness as outlined in the handbook, they will not be permitted to enter 
the building. 
 

Arrival Immediately upon entry into the building, the children will be required to 
wash their hands.  
 
Children’s belongings will be placed in separate bins, to avoid contact with 
other children’s items. Children should only bring a jacket, snack, and 
ballet/tap shoes (if needed that day). The use of backpacks and lunch boxes 
will be strongly discouraged. A small, washable bag can be used to carry 
items to/from the Playhouse. 
 

Instruction All children will have assigned table seats. If for any reason a child would 
need to sit in a different chair for an activity, proper sanitation will occur 
before the child is seated. 
 
When doing activities on the carpet, children will have assigned spots. 
Carpet seats will be designated with a floor marking.  
During table activities, the children will have access to materials that will 
not be shared (i.e. crayons, pencils, scissors, glue, etc.). A placemat or 
activity trays will be used to keep materials and supplies exclusive. If any 
shared items need to be used to complete an activity, proper sanitation will 
occur before another child handles the item. 
 



During free play, toys and activity centers will be spread throughout the 
room to encourage physical distancing of separate activities. Children will 
be permitted to play with one another in small groups.  
The following items will not be used in the classroom: dress up clothes, 
stuffed animals, sensory bins, or anything that cannot be properly sanitized 
after each use.  
 

Pick-up Pick-up will in the same manner as drop-off. Parents will park and wait by 
the front door of the building for their children. Anyone exiting the vehicle 
must be masked. 
 

Hygiene Practices  Extra time and attention will be spent on teaching and reinforcing how to 
properly wash hands and cover coughs and sneezes. 
 
Hands will be washed with antibacterial soap upon entry into the building, 
before and after eating, after using the bathroom, after coughing, 
sneezing/blowing nose, and also when visibly dirty.  
 
Signs, with picture cues, that promote everyday protective measures and 
describe how to stop the spread of germs will be posted in highly visible 
locations. 
 

Sick Days While we never want to deny children a day at the Playhouse, please know 
that we are making all of our decisions based on the best interests of our 
Playhouse staff and families. In normal circumstances, we would expect the 
sniffles and coughs to be present from time to time. This year we absolutely 
cannot take any risks. If a staff member or any children are exhibiting 
symptoms of illness, we will not allow them in the building until they have a 
doctor’s note confirming it is safe to have them attend, or have been 
symptom and fever free without the use of fever-reducing medication for 
24 hours.  
 
Per our usual policy, we will not be able to offer tuition refunds or make-up 
days due to sickness. At the beginning of the year, all children will receive a 
“sick bag” with arts and crafts items, project ideas, and worksheets that 
align with our curriculum. While it may be tempting to give these to your 
children right away, we ask that you save the activities in the bag for a sick 
day, or in the case that we would find ourselves in the red phase and not 
able to attend in-person sessions.  
 
In the event of staff illness, we will rely on a few select individuals to fill-in 
as substitutes. We will keep this circle as small as possible to limit the 
number of adults that are entering the Playhouse. 
 



Performances The children will showcase what they have learned at the Playhouse in May 
2021. This performance will be held outdoors. More information about this 
performance will be provided at a later date. 

 
 
 


